




















What was all that about?

These poems were inspired by black out poetry - a technique that involves
taking an existing piece of printed text and blacking out most of the words,
leaving a handful visible to create a new piece of text. For the pieces you've
just seen I used a similar technique known as cut-up. This involves cutting
words and phrases out of an existing page and pasting them together to
create a new piece. However, I forced myself to keep the extracted words
and phrases in the order in which they appeared in the original. The cut-out
effects were created using Adobe Photoshop during the tedium of the UK
Coronavirus lockdown in late April and early May 2020.

Sources

Trust Us is extracted from a column by Zoe Williams headlined Boris
Johnson’s message to Britain on the lockdown is ‘trust us’. Why should we?
published on the Guardian website, Monday 27 April, 2020.

Talking Alone is extracted from an article by Sue Elliott-Nicholls headlined
Coronavirus: Talking to yourself in lockdown? You're not alone published on
the BBC website 19 April, 2020.

At Marygreen is extracted from the first chapter of Jude The Obscure by
Thomas Hardy, first published in book form in 1896. The edition used was
an ebook published by Project Gutenberg.

Flood-hit is extracted from a report by Steven Morris headlined
‘Horrendous’: Welsh residents endure lockdown in flood-hit homes
published on the Guardian website, Monday, April 7, 2020.

Down, October 1889 is extracted from the introduction to On The Origin Of
Species by Charles Darwin, published in 1859. The edition used was an
ebook published by Project Gutenbersg.

In Lovewit’s House is extracted from Act One, Scene One of The Alchemist
by Ben Jonson, first performed in 1610 and first printed in 1612. The edition
used was an ebook published by Project Gutenberg.
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